
President’s Message: 
 
Do you ever sit down to write 
something and have absolutely 
no idea where to start? You watch 
the curser tick with the clock, 
pause, try to prioritize something, 
anything? Usually for me, it 
means it is time for caffeine and 
jellybeans, but the side of me that 
is trying to be a bit healthier has 
started to drink water and take 
walks. I’ll be back in a minute… 
 
Are you proud to say you are a 
UPHA member?  You should be.  
The Board that represents you 
has been hard at work the past 
few months continuing to focus 
on our goals.  
 
Goal #1 - Improve communica-
tions with UPHA members 
through 5 processes- website, 
newsletter, listserv, annual meet-
ing and professional develop-
ment. You are reading the third 
electronic-only edition of the 
Public Pulse. No complaints so 
far!?  Paul Wightman has been 
working very hard on the website- 
watch for a listserv update an-

nouncing our fresh new look and 
approach.  This issue has a lot of 
information about the Annual 
Meeting, to be held May 16-18 at 
the Davis County Convention 
Center. Kevin Condra and Todd 
Barson have done an excellent 
job putting this together. And, at 
the last Global Health Forum, two 
of our members were so inspired 
but the presenter, that they have 
committed to travel to South 
Africa this year- expanding 
UPHA’s global presence even 
farther.  
 
Goal #2 - Solidify partnerships 
with the key partners- HEAU will 
hold their annual business meet-
ing during the UPHA annual meet-
ing in May and have been a huge 
help with continuing education 
credits.   
 
Goal #3 - Focus our advocacy 
efforts for public health- the legis-
lature was an amazing experience 
and success for UPHA and public 
health. We won some, stopped 
some and lost some, but overall 
made a great impression on the 
importance of public health. I  

 
send many thanks to Myron Bate-
man and the rest of the commit-
tee members.  The University of 
Utah School of Public Health 
scholarship is here! We will an-
nounce the first recipient at the 
Annual Meeting.  Thanks to 
George White for helping us make 
this happen. 
 
My time as UPHA President is 
almost up- a bittersweet thought. 
I have really enjoyed the experi-
ence and appreciate the opportu-
nity to lead a great group of folks. 
Thanks to those who contributed 
articles and especially to Gene-
vieve Greeley and Aaron Garrett 
for still being the not-so-volunteer 
Public Pulse editors.  It takes a 
team, a family, a village and great 
friends…Teresa 
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Inside this issue: 

The Planning Committee for the 2006 Utah Pub-
lic Health Conference is pleased to announce 
that  registration is now open.  With this year’s 
conference theme, Public Health in the Eye of 
the Storm: Turning Challenges into Opportuni-
ties, this is an opportunity that you will not want 
to pass up. 
 
The buzz is building around what is planned for 
the conference and inside are a few teasers on 
why you should be in attendance May 16-18, 
2006. 
You can register at: www.upha.org 
   
For more information contact the Conference            
Co-Chairs Kevin Condra at kcondra@utah.gov or 
Todd Barson at tbarson@utah.gov .  

Special 2006 Conference Edition 



May 16 - Pre Conference 
 
The session will run from 1:00 
pm – 5:00 pm and is titled  
“Epidemiology for the Rest of 
Us" with presenters from the 
Utah Department of Health, 
Bureau of Epidemiology. The 
course is a skills-based train-
ing that will engage the 
learner in four modules in the 

areas of:  
1) Surveillance,  
2) Outbreak Investigation,  
3) Interpretation of Laboratory 
Results, and  
4) Disease Control Measures.  
Each module will include a 
simulation that provides the 
opportunity for learners to 
demonstrate a specific and 
practical skill. 

The target audience for this 
training is the “occasional 
epidemiologist”. The Occa-
sional Epidemiologist is de-
fined as any public health 
professional that sometimes 
wears any of the following 
hats:  Disease surveillance, 
outbreak investigation, dis-
ease control measures, or any 
other epidemiology activity.  

2006 Keynote Speakers 
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sources Administration; the 
office of the Surgeon General; 
an APHA  member for over 
four decades and the Indian 
Health Service. Her work fo-
cused on prevention of alco-
hol abuse, coordination of 
services for HIV/AIDS, man-
power placement in under-
served areas and the provi-
sion of services to American 
Indians.  
 
David Sundwall, MD: 
 
On the second day, an open-
ing session includes a presen-
tation from David Sundwall, 
MD, Executive Director for the 
Utah Department of Health on 
“Public Health in the Eye of 
the Storm: The State Vision & 
Goals”. Dr. Sundwall is look-
ing forward to expanding on a 
partnership between the sate 
and local agencies in meeting 
the various challenges faced 
by public health in Utah.  
 
Utah Local Health Officers 
Association 
 
The closing presentation will 
be from the Utah Local Health 
Offices Association on “Public 

Health in the Eye of the 
Storm: The Local Perspec-
tive”. This presentation will 
present the issues, chal-
lenges and opportunities as 
seen only though the eyes of 
those serving various commu-
nities across Utah. 
 
 
 

Diane Hargrove- Roberson, 
MSW: 
 
Diane will open the confer-
ence with the topic “Public 
Health in the Eye of the 
Storm: Louisiana’s Story”. 
Diane is currently the Presi-
dent of the Louisiana Public 
Health Association and the 
Tobacco Control Program 
Manager for the Louisiana 
Department of Health. Over 
the last several months Diane 
has been professionally as 
well as personally impacted 
by Hurricane Katrina. 
 
Pat Mail, MPH, PhD, CHES 
 
During lunch the first day we 
will also hear from Pat Mail, 
MPH, PhD, CHES, President 
of the American Public Health 
Association on the topic of 
“Public Health in the Eye of 
the Storm: The APHA Perspec-
tive”.  Dr. Mail had a long and 
distinguished career with the 
U.S. Public Health Service, 
serving at the National Insti-
tutes of Health; the Alcohol, 
Drug Abuse and Mental 
Health Administration; the 
Health Services and Re-

Pat Mail, MPH, PhD, CHES 

Diane Hargrove-Roberson, MSW 

David Sundwall, MD 

We are almost there!! 
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Topics have been purposefully 
planned to attract everyone. The 
format of the sessions will also 
vary to include open discussions 
on hot topics, learning a new 
skill and understanding how to 
apply science to public health. A 
small sampling of what is 
planned includes:  

 
Public Health vs. National 
Disasters, UCLA Center for                 
Public Health Disasters 
 
Increased Drug Overdoses 
in Utah, University of Utah 
Public Health Program & 
Utah Department of Health 

 
Quarantine & Isolation Re-
sponse to SARS Outbreak in 
Toronto, Toronto Public 
Health Department 

Defining Public Health 
Standards & Services, 
National Association of 
City/County Health Offi-
cers Preparing for a Pan-
demic Flu Outbreak, Utah 
Department of Health, 
Bureau of Epidemiology 
 
Role of Sanitarians in 
Disasters, Southwest Pub-
lic Health Department 
 
Marketing & Showcasing 
Successful Public Health 
Programs, Bear River 
Health Department 

 
Basic Quality Outcomes in 
Public Health, Intermoun-
tain Health Care Plan  
Research  

 

How to Maintain the Effort 
after Funding is Gone, 
Utah Local Health  
Departments & Utah  
Department of Health 
 
Understanding the  
Adolescent Brain, Utah      
Addiction Center   

Breakout Sessions 

UPHA 2006 
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U-TRAIN provides for users: 

Access thousands of public health and healthcare training opportunities 
Manage your own training records by creating a personal learning record of com-

petency-based training 
View current learning events and resources and provide and view feedback 

about courses listed on the site 
Register online for many courses 
 

U-TRAIN provides Utah’s public health organizations with online tools to: 
Enter course information once (not dozens of times) and it automatically goes to 

all participating TRAIN sites 
Manage online registration and student rosters 
Collect feedback from learners online 
Efficiently publicize courses to thousands of TRAIN users through multiple web-

sites.  Track training records for those in your agency or work unit.  Get  
      standard and customized reports of training records for those in your agency 

or work unit 
Manage training programs for those in your agency, or across the state.  Post 

announcements that are visible only to groups you wish to view the informa-
tion 

 
Utah’s affiliate site (U-TRAIN) is managed by the Training and Education 
Center at the Utah Department of Health.  The national TRAIN system is 
managed by the Public Health Foundation.  For more information call 801-
538-9057 or contact Sharon Talboys at 801-538-6444 or  
sharontalboys@utah.gov 
 

Utah is now an affiliate 
member of the Training 
Finder Real-time Affiliate 
Integrated Network, or 
TRAIN, which is the na-
tion’s premier learning 
resource for profession-
als who protect the pub-
lic’s health. TRAIN is 
comprised of the na-
tional TrainingFinder.org 
site and participating 
TRAIN affiliate sites.   



staff in the Sanitation Bureau.  
This bureau was minimized 
three years ago during the 
2003 session.  The work of 
this bureau is critical in the 
standardization of enforce-
ment across the state.   
 
The Primary Care Grants pro-
gram received an increase of 
$457,000.  $100,000 of this 
money will be ongoing and the 
other $357,300. is one time 
funding.  This was a coopera-
tive effort of many strong ad-

2006 ~ Legislative Wrap up 
 
The 2006 session was overall a 
good one for Health.  There 
were three good wins for public 
health; HB 114, Minimum En-
forcement Standards for Res-
taurants, Primary Care Grants 
budget increase, and SB 57, 
Telehealth for Rural UT.   
 
The Minimum Enforcement 
Standards for Restaurants 
brought a small fiscal note of 
$102,500 for 1.5 FTEs for new 

vocates.   
 
SB 57, Telehealth for Rural UT 
will give $500,000 ongoing 
money to the Utah Telehealth 
Network which is the backbone 
of video conferencing for public 
health in UT.  This will be a 
great benefit to all of us who 
use their system.  

Nominations for UPHA 

Visit us at 
www.upha.

pandemic influenza.  About 500 
Utah leaders in government, busi-
ness, health care, emergency man-
agement, education and community 
and faith-based organizations at-
tended the afternoon summit held 
at the Davis Conference Center in 
Layton, Utah. The summit was the 
first of its kind for Utah.  
“Pandemics are global in nature but 
their effects are always local, so I 
am pleased that Governor Hunts-
man is taking a leadership role to 
prepare Utah for this threat,” Leavitt 

!Layton, UT) – Lieutenant Gover-
nor Gary R. Herbert convened the 
Governor’ s summit with U.S. 
Department of Health and Human 
Services Secretary Mike Leavitt 
and other federal, state and local 
officials to discuss current and 
future efforts to prepare Utah and 
the nation for a potential influ-
enza pandemic. At the summit, 
the Utah Department of Health 
(UDOH) launched the new.   Web 
site, which provides tools and 
resources to help Utahns plan for 

said. “Pandemic planning needs to 
address how schools, businesses, 
public agencies, faith-based organi-
zations and others participate in 
pandemic preparedness. With this 
meeting, local officials can identify 
needs specific to Utah communities 
and begin crucial coordination to 
assure readiness if a pandemic 
outbreak strikes.” 

Utah Convenes Pandemic Influenza 
Preparedness Summit 
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The following individuals will be 
running for office in the Utah Pub-
lic Health Association.  They are 
listed by the position they are 
seeking, by name, and by their 
current employment agency.  
Additional information about each 
of the candidates will be available 
on the UPHA website early in April.  
The information will also be avail-
able at the Annual Education Con-
ference in May. 
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Legislative Wrap-up 

The conference is being held 
at the beautiful Davis Confer-
ence Center in Layton, Utah. 
A block or rooms have also 
beer held at the Hilton Garden 
Inn connected with the con-
ference center. 
 
The Davis Conference Center 
sits in the heart of the city of 
Layton at the ! " #$%&'()**+'
, " **'-.)$' %&'/012' and is 
surrounded by every amenity 
you can imagine and many 
attractions that you can’t 
imagine. For more information 
on the center and lodging go 
to 
www.davisconferencecenter.c
om for more information on 
Davis County go to 
www.davisareacvb.com. 


